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CCD AND BEE HEALTH: 
WHAT DOES THE SCIENCE SAY



CCD, PESTICIDES AND BEE DEATHS: 
WHAT DOES THE SCIENCE SAY





USDA ON BEE HEALTH ISSUES
By far the number one problem is the Varroa destructor mite, which 
the agency calls “the single most detrimental pest of honey bees.”





BEE HIVE TRENDS 





BEE HIVE TRENDS GLOBALLY 



THIS IS WHAT YOU SEE ON AN ACTIVIST SITE



WHAT ABOUT ALL THOSE STUDIES 
THAT IMPLICATE NEONICS?

 No question that chemicals—mostly miticides to 
control varroa but also pesticides—weaken bees.

 Australia and Western Canada, where neonics are 
extensively used, has seen little to no increased 
incidences of bee deaths.

 Almost all the studies that implicate neonics are 
lab studies which ’feed’ high amounts of neonics 
in soup-like dishes to bees. In the real world, bees 
encounter neonics through seed coatings.

 Field studies overwhelmingly suggest that neonics 
are not a significant driver of bee health issues.
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BEE EXPERTS POUNCE







 Skepticism of Government

 Anti-Corporatism

 Scientifically Illiterate Media

 Social Media Echo Chamber

 Polarized Political Environment 

CHALLENGES IN COMMUNICATING ABOUT 
FARMING, BIOTECHNOLOGY AND CHEMICALS



SIERRA CLUB HYPOCRISY
Sierra Club. May 2018: “Honeybees are at no risk of dying off. 
While diseases, parasites  and other threats are certainly real 
problems for beekeepers, the total number of managed honeybees
worldwide has risen 45% over the last half century.

Sierra Club Fund Raising Flyer, 2018



BUT: HONEYBEE AND WILD BUMBLE BEE 
HEALTH PROBLEMS ARE REAL
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