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Pesticide Registration

• Company Actions 
• All present chemicals in proposed product
• Data on potential risks to the environment and safe to 

human health including from food residual (if 
applicable)

• Full label (use, storage, handling and warnings)

• EPA Actions
• Review all material
• Conduct Risk assessments and peer reviews of 

scientific data
• Regulatory review



What is the 
purpose of the 
Label?

Pesticide product labels provide critical 
information about how to safely and 
legally handle and use pesticide products. 
Unlike most other types of product 
labels, pesticide labels are legally 
enforceable, and all of them carry the 
statement: “It is a violation of Federal law 
to use this product in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling.” In other 
words, the label is the law.



What Label?

• Container Label/Supplemental 
Label

• Specimen Label

• Master Label



Container Label

• Legal label

• Attached to the container 

• Supplemental labels contain 
addendums to the container 
label



Specimen Label/Web distributed

• Label not attached to the 
container

• Downloaded from internet

• Potential for missing/outdated 
information



Master Label

• Found on the EPA’s “Pesticide 
Product Label System (PPLS)” 
website

• Contains all relevant information 
for the product

• Combination of actions take by 
the company and by EPA



The big question
Which label is the legal label with regard to pesticide applications?



Active Ingredient vs Product
The Potential For Trouble



Active 
Ingredient
Biologically active ingredient

Does not refer to a specific labeled 
product



Formulated Product

• The formulation of the active ingredient with inert 
ingredients to create a pesticide

• Does refer to a specifically labeled product



Active Ingredients          Products 



Avoid the Temptation of 
Market Segmentation

• Manufacturers tailoring an herbicide product to a 
specific user group

• We all use pesticides but for different reasons

• Products are labeled and marketed specifically for 
those reasons



Clear Cast by BASF



Raptor by BASF 



Side by Side Comparison

Clearcast Raptor

Manufacturer BASF BASF

Active Salt of Imazamox Salt of Imazamox

Percent Active 12.1% 12.1%

Use site Aquatic Bean crops

Cost 287.00 547.00



Conclusion

• The label exists to ensure the 
health and safety of people and 
the environment

• The label carries the full weight 
of the law.

• Know the label, know the 
product

• If you don’t know, ask!


